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Choosing love over fear. This is a choice each of us has to make every day. 
Am I going to live today full of love, or full of fear? For breast cancer patients, 
this can be a tough choice to make. Donna Deegan learned this firsthand 
through her own experience living with breast cancer, three times, and has 
cast a vision to transform this experience from one of fear and frustration to 
one of love and support. The DONNA Foundation delivers this vision through 
our DONNA CareLine, serving patients’ financial critical needs so families 
don’t have to choose between lifesaving medicine and groceries. We deliver 
this vision by funding groundbreaking breast cancer research at the Mayo 
Clinic so there is a hope for the future. And we deliver this vision for the 
thousands of athletes that join us each year to celebrate survivorship and lift 
one another across the finish line of DONNA signature events including The 
National Marathon to Finish Breast Cancer.

2019 was a year of growth and change for The DONNA Foundation. This 
report highlights the impact of all of our programs this year, including a 50% 
increase in demand on our services through the DONNA CareLine. 2019 
was also a big year of change for our signature event, DONNA Marathon 
Weekend. The event moved to the beach, with a start and finish in the heart 
of Neptune Beach and Atlantic Beach, Florida. The 2019 DONNA Marathon 
Weekend hosted a total of 6,599 participants, 69% of which were female, and 
a median age of 43. The event brought nearly 5,000 visitors from outside of the 
region including friends and family, generating 4,319 room nights, contributing 
an approximate $1,990,869 in direct economic impact and $3,442,062 in 
indirect economic impact. The beaches community of Jacksonville did not 
disappoint, and lifted thousands of athletes celebrating survivorship from all 
50 States and 9 countries worldwide.

Our work is not easy, but together we can achieve monumental goals. We 
believe that no one should face a breast cancer diagnosis alone. Together we 
will finish breast cancer.
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Over the last 16 years The DONNA Foundation has moved 

over 13,000 families
living with breast cancer from a place of fear to one of love 
by providing assistance and support when it is needed most.

“ They help fund 
clinical study trials, 
one of which I took 
part in...you ROCK!”

Vernice

“ They gave me the 
courage to come out 
and inspire while 
they took care of my 
heart and concerns 
during a difficult 
time.”

Glorita

“ My issue was 
completely 
resolved. 
I will be 
recommending 
the DONNA 
CareLine to 
others.”

Martha
“ I have been very 
stressed with all 
the bills. I feel 
so much better 
after [speaking 
with your] 
representative. It 
really put me at 
ease.”

Irene

“ My gratitude and 
love for The DONNA 
Foundation is 
unending. The care 
and support they have 
given to my family, 
through our darkest 
hours, is greater than 
my heart can hold.  
I can never say  
thank you enough.”

Reist and Andrea

The DONNA Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization established in June 2003 by three-time breast cancer survivor and 
visionary Donna Deegan. Through her own experience living with breast cancer, Donna learned how to choose love over fear and 

has cast a vision to transform the experience for those living with breast cancer to one of love and support over fear and confusion. 

The mission of The DONNA Foundation is to provide financial assistance and support for 
individuals living with breast cancer and fund ground breaking breast cancer research.

984
Families helped

8,125 
Celebrating Survivorship from 

50 states and 9 countries

$3.3 MILLION
disbursed to the Mayo Clinic Breast Cancer 
Translation Genomics Research Program since 2008

$485,911
In financial services and debt 
relief annually for families living 
with breast cancer

50%
Increase in call volume to the DONNA 
CareLine year over year

For every

$1 invested in the 
DONNA CareLine,

$5 in debt relief is obtained 
for families living with 
breast cancer

$19
per month

provides a  
case worker to  

a patient in need.

$2,108,582
Total Support & Revenue

$1,897,976
Total Operating Expenses

$210,606
Total Net Assets (Income)

The DONNA CareLine
The DONNA CareLine provides specific case management services to breast cancer patients, 
caregivers and/or their providers. This skilled staff helps patients navigate through a wide scope 
of challenges ranging from access to care or no care, insurance denials, transportation expenses, 
treatment fees and the cost of living debt incurred.

Funding for Research
The DONNA Foundation aided in developing and maintaining the Mayo Clinic Breast Cancer 
Translational Genomics Program. Support for this research project is raised through DONNA 
Marathon Weekend, a yearly fundraising event. This genomics program is responsible for the widely 
publicized Triple Negative Breast Cancer Vaccine Trials and provides genomic support for studies in 
all cancers.

Survivorship, Education & Awareness
Although the word survivorship can mean different things to different people, survivorship for most 
begins at diagnosis and continues for a lifetime as a family learns to live with and beyond breast 
cancer. The DONNA Foundation empowers survivors and their families with specifically designed 
programming, events and information including the celebration of thousands of athletes across our 
finish lines each year. 

Mayo Clinic pioneers the 
evaluation of Nanostring GeoMX, 
microscope technology funded by 
The DONNA Foundation to study 
immune cell features

Fiscal Year 2019: July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019



THANK YOU
The DONNA Foundation is grateful for all of the support we receive 

throughout the year. Without this help we would be unable to provide 
support and assistance to those families who need it most.

To our donors and monthly givers, our Community & Corporate Partners, 
our Fundraisers and their supporters, our Grant Makers, and our Event 

Sponsors & Participants, we extend our heartfelt appreciation.

THEDONNAFOUNDATION.ORG
11762 Marco Beach Drive, Suite 6
Jacksonville, FL 32224

904-551-0732

The DONNA Foundation works hard to be a good steward of the dollars all of our supporters 
and donors entrust to us each year. We are proud of our diligent efforts that ensure every 
dollar is maximized to its full potential, enabling us to continue to pursue our mission. We 

encourage everyone to take a moment to review how we spend the support gifted to us by 
visiting the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The Check-a-Charity  

publishes independent assessments of all registered charities finances in the state of Florida.   


